
How to Clear a Clogged AC Drain Line 

 

Signs Your AC Drain Line Is Clogged 

Before jumping into any kind of fix, it helps to know what you’re looking for. A clogged AC 
drain line usually gives a few clear warning signs. 

• Water pooling around your indoor unit 
• Musty or moldy smells coming from vents or near the system 
• Your AC shutting off unexpectedly (some systems have a safety switch) 
• A full or overflowing drain pan 

If you’re noticing one or more of these, there’s a good chance your drain line isn’t draining 
properly and needs attention. 

 

Tools You’ll Need 

You don’t need anything complicated for this, but having a few basic items on hand will make 
the process easier. 

• Wet dry vacuum 
• Distilled vinegar or bleach 
• Funnel or even a small cup if you don’t have one 
• Screwdriver only if you need to remove a panel 
• Towels or rags to catch any water 

If you don’t have a wet dry vacuum, that’s usually the most important tool for clearing the clog 
effectively. 

 

Step by Step: How to Clear the Drain Line 

1. Turn Off Your AC System 
Start by turning your system off at the thermostat. If you’re unsure, it’s safest to also 
switch it off at the breaker. This prevents the system from running while you’re working 
and avoids any electrical issues.  

 



2. Locate the Drain Line 
Look for a PVC pipe, usually white, coming from your indoor unit or exiting near the 
outside of your home. This is the condensate drain line.  

If you’re not sure what you’re looking at, it’s typically a small pipe sticking out near the outdoor 
unit or along an exterior wall. 

 

3. Use a Wet Dry Vacuum 
Go to the outside end of the drain line. Place the hose of the wet dry vacuum over the 
pipe opening and try to seal it as best you can with your hand or a rag.  

Turn the vacuum on and let it run for about 1 to 2 minutes. This will usually pull out any buildup 
like algae, dirt, or sludge that’s causing the blockage. 

If you see dirty water or debris come through the vacuum, that’s a good sign it’s working. 

 

4. Flush the Line 
Next, go back inside and find the drain line access point. This is often a T-shaped pipe 
with a cap on it near your indoor unit.  

Remove the cap and slowly pour about one cup of distilled vinegar or a diluted bleach solution 
into the pipe. A funnel helps here, but you can pour carefully if needed. 

This step helps break down anything left behind in the line. 

 

5. Let It Sit 
Give the solution about 30 minutes to work through the line. You don’t need to do 
anything during this time, just let it sit and do its job.  

 

6. Test the System 
Once everything has had time to clear, turn your AC back on.  

Check the area around your indoor unit and the outside drain line. You should see water flowing 
normally and no signs of leaking or backup. 

 
 



How to Prevent Future Clogs  

Regular maintenance makes a big difference and can help you avoid this issue altogether. 

• Pour vinegar into the drain line every 1 to 2 months to keep it clear 
• Treat the drain line with a bleach solution every 4 to 6 months to help prevent algae and 
buildup 
• Replace your air filters regularly to reduce debris buildup 
• Schedule routine AC maintenance to catch issues early 

 

If you’re not comfortable handling this yourself or the clog keeps coming back, it may be time to 
have a professional take a look. Call our team at 979-260-2020 and we’ll be happy to help get 
your system back to draining properly. 

 

 


