How to Check Your Whole-Home Surge Protector After a Storm
Whole-home surge protectors are installed at your home's electrical panel and help protect your electrical system, appliances, and electronics from damaging power surges. Lightning is one of the most common causes of major power surges during summer storms, but power outages, utility grid switching, and other electrical events can also create damaging voltage spikes.
After a major storm passes, it's a good idea to make sure your surge protector is still doing its job. Most whole-home surge protectors include a status indicator that lets you know if the unit is still providing protection. Taking a few minutes to check it after a storm can help ensure your home is protected before the next one rolls through.
Not sure if your home has a whole-home surge protector? Homes with newer electrical systems or recent electrical upgrades are more likely to have one installed. If you're unsure, a licensed electrician can help identify whether your home has surge protection and verify that it is working properly.
Step 1: Wait Until the Storm Has Passed
Never inspect your electrical panel while lightning is still in the area. Wait until the storm has completely cleared before checking your surge protector.
Step 2: Locate Your Surge Protector
Most whole-home surge protectors are mounted next to your home's main electrical panel. Some models are installed inside the electrical panel and may not be visible without removing the panel cover.
Never remove the electrical panel cover yourself. If you cannot locate your surge protector, a licensed electrician can help identify it.
Step 3: Check the Indicator Light
Most whole-home surge protectors have a small status light that shows whether the unit is working properly.
· Green light: The surge protector is working properly and providing protection.
· Red light or no light: On many models, this indicates the surge protector may have reached the end of its service life and may no longer be providing full protection.
Indicator lights can vary depending on the manufacturer and model, so check the manufacturer's instructions if you are unsure what the light means.
Step 4: Look for Visible Damage
Without removing any covers or touching wiring, inspect the outside of the surge protector for signs of damage, including:
· Burn marks
· Cracks or melted plastic
· A burning smell
If you notice any of these signs, do not touch the surge protector or attempt to repair it yourself. Contact a licensed electrician for an inspection.
Step 5: Contact a Professional if Needed
If the indicator light shows the surge protector is no longer working, or if you notice visible damage, contact a licensed electrician for an inspection. A licensed electrician can determine whether the surge protector is still functioning properly and recommend whether it should be replaced.
If you need help inspecting your whole-home surge protector or don't feel comfortable checking it yourself, call the licensed and insured electricians at Dailey Company. Our team is here to help. Call 979-260-2020.

